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123. 8 AUGUST 1583. EXAMINATIONS OF ROBERT ROPER AND
EDMUND PROCTERS

8 August. Robert Roper Late of Boxford in the Countye of
Suff. maryner examined before the said Mr Doctor Cester of his
beinge at the Sease Sayethe that comminge from Sir Humfrey
Gilberte of late to Swannidge and there seyinge Captaine Ar-
nolde under sayle this examinante with abowte vi persons more
nowe prisoners with him tooke a boate beinge a Fisshinge and
wente on borde the said Arnewoode From whence he wente to
the Downes and thereabowte tooke a shippe with Coales, and
shortly after they them selves were taken by the Barcke Talbott,
and from thence brought to this prison with the said Arne-
woode and the reste of his companye nowe prisoners who were
at the takinge of the said shippe /

[mark]                     Jul. Caesar

8 August. Edmond Procter of London Sayler examined also
of his beinge at the seas Sayethe That he of late was preste2 to
goo with Sir Humfrey Gilberte on his late viadge and com-
minge to Dartmouthe fell sicke and was discharged from thence
by lande to Studlande where he found Arnewoode abowte a
monethe paste with abowte xxx men redye bound to goe to the
sease. On borde whom he went and shortlye after the said Arne-
woode to sea, and on the quoaste of France assaulted and tooke
a shippe with coales whiche was taken with them bye the
Barcke Talbott: when they were apprehended And more de-
posethe not Edmonde Procter
Jul. Caesar.
1 High Court of Admiralty, Examinations, Oyer and Terrniner. HCA 1/42.
Twenty depositions of 8 August, one of 9 August and one of 15 August
concern the ship Roebuck, Captain Arnewoode (or Arnolde), which lay at
Studland and Swanage between three weeks and a month before, ostensibly
collecting men for the service of the Prince of Orange in Flanders, but
actually fitting out for piracy. It took prizes in the English Channel and
was captured by the Bark Talbot.
2 This is the only suggestion that Gilbert was empowered to or did
impress men for the expedition.